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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
All Subjects Instructional Unit Plan 

Subject: Language Arts 
 

Estimated Length of 
Unit: 8 Weeks 

Beginning 
Date: 

Projected 
Ending 
Date: 

Course: Unit 2   Anne Frank  Grade: 8 
Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: Coping with war, relationships, Fear, Identity, 

family 
1. How can one cope with living in fear? 
2. How does a young adult deal with the pressures of possible life endangering issues? 
3. How do we as humans adapt to what surrounds us? 
4. In what ways are we able to reach out to people and seek their understanding? 
5. Why do we read literature from the past so we may understand our present?  
6. What impact will you have on the world?  What impact do you have on others? What 

impact do you hope to have later in your life?   
UBD Stage One-Desired Results 

A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 
1. Identify what accounts for hatred and bigotry. 
2. Determine what individuals and groups can do to overcome prejudice. 
3.  Recognize human rights and dignity. 
4.  Critically think about identity. 
5.  Write clear and concise research papers. 
B. Students will understand that… 
1. Multiple perspectives allow us to have a diverse understanding of the world and the past. 
2.  History is shaped by point of view and facts 
3.  In order to truly understand someone’s experience; we have to live their experience. 
C. Students will know… 
1. An author’s biographical information is essential to understanding why a text has been written 
2. Citing information from other sources gives them credibility in return showing that they’ve 
done research and are knowledgeable about a topic. 
3. Reading teaches us how to write, and clear organized writing helps us express our thoughts. 
D. Students will be Skilled at…SLO:  You have three stories in which the characters faced 
injustice 
1. Citing and quoting text from other sources. 
2. Identifying symbolism, hyperbole, metaphors, and theme. 
3. Comparing /contrasting tone in multiple texts.  
4. Utilizing prior knowledge (misconceptions and understandings) in order to gain a better 
    understanding of an event. 
5.  Applying literary devices into their journal/diary entries. 
6.  Using newly acquired grammar knowledge in their journals/diaries. 
7.  Determining the theme of a text. 

Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
       

Frameworks 
CCSS Reading CCSS Writing CCSS Speaking 

and Listening 
 RI.8.1, 8.2, W.8.2 a-f, W.8.4, SL.8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 
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8.3,8.4, 8.5, 
8.6, 8.8, 8.9 
RH.8.1, 8.2, 
8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 
8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 
8.9, 
RST.8.1, 8.2, 
8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 
8.6, 8.7, 8.8 

 

W.8.5, W.8.10, 
W.8.9 
L.8.1a, L.8.5a, 
LP.8.4.1f, 
LP.8.4.1g, 
LP.8.5.1a, 
LP.8.5d, LP.8.6, 
LP.8.6.1d, 
LP.8.6.2a, 
LP.8.7.1c 

8.6, 

Unit Specific Vocabulary 
Apprehension, disgruntled, foreboding, fortify, indignantly, pandemonium, remorse, unabashed, 
Melancholy, Ludicrous, Rations, Gaudy, Obstinate, Trivial, Superfluous, Ardent, aggravating, 
appalled, compassionate, insufferable, compassionate, jubilation, loathe, oppression, 
ostentatiously, outraged, pent-up, substance, tyranny, vile, wallow, disgruntle, admonish, forlorn, 
stealthily 
 
 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 
Pre Assessment 

• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 
 
Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
of the point’s possible coming from constructed response questions.  

•  Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________ 
•  Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 

obtain the rubric to the end of this unit.__________ 
Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  

□ Comic Strip  □ Diary   
□ Interview   □ Letter to the Editor   
□ Newspaper Story □ Radio Program   
□ Newscast □ Monologue   
□ Poem or Song □ Slideshow   
□ Brochure □ Model   
□ Press Conference □ Play   
□ Soundtrack □ Essay   
□ Rewrite □ Oral Interpretation   
□  □    

 

Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 
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This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 
Anchoring Activity 

Video Clip,  
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other_______________ 

Description of Anchoring 
Activity 

 

	  

Now	  that	  you	  have	  established	  what	  the	  students	  need	  to	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  unit	  
of	  study,	  now	  plan	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  learning	  experiences.	  	  

Overview	  of	  the	  Teaching	  Activities	  for	  this	  Unit	  of	  Instruction	  

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 
Lesson # 
Date/Day 

 

Teaching/ 
Delivery Method (What I will say or do) 

Check for Understanding  
(What will the students say or do) 

Day 1 Biography on author background 
information on book--- Holocaust, World 
War I and World War II 
Student Handout -Time Line of key dates 
of Anne Frank’s Life 
Read over Diary rubric, create diaries, 
and model writing an entry.  

TSW: 
• Review Anne Frank’s Life line of 

key dates of her life take notes  
• Examine Diary Project Rubric   
• Create and design journals for 

personal reflections about The 
Diary of Anne Frank and the 
Holocaust diary entries 

 
Day 2 &3 Pre-Assessment K-W-L 

Read and display Essential Question 
Introduce vocabulary---Vocabulary 
Study chart 
Read diary entries 

TSW: 
• Complete K-W-L Chart on items 

World War II, Anne Frank, 
Strength and Courage, The Writing 
Process, and Reading a Nonfiction 
Text 

• Journal Writing on Essential 
question 

• Vocabulary Study---words in 
context and a fill-in chart  

• Pronounce and define vocabulary 
• Begin reading first three-five diary 

entries  
 

Day 4 & 5 TTW write the word “racism” on the 
board. TSW think of how racism has 
impacted their lives, share with a partner 
their findings, and record that 
information on a chart.  Then discuss 
racism against Jews before, during, and 
after the war 

Think-Pair-Share-Write 
Read 3-5 Entries 
Student will create a T-chart depicting 
Racist Acts Suffered by the Jews and Racism 
TSW write a paragraph using the 
information they have compiled on their  
T-Chart 
 

Day 6 & 7  Bell Ringer:  Anne Frank  
Daily Edit 
Family and Relationships—TTW share 

Bell Ringer:  Daily edit 
TSW: 

• Write for 10 minutes recording a 
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an anecdote with the class about her own 
family and share pictures to lead students 
into sharing their own memories of their 
family, 10-12 minutes  
TTW lead discussion on Anne’s feelings 
about her family and feelings about her 
family and feelings about other members 
of the group 
 

very special memory with a love 
one, friend, or family members 

• Read 3-5 Entries 
• Complete Comprehension questions 

 
HW:  Rewrite making grammatical 
corrections 

Day 8 & 9 TTW write the quotation  
“Education makes one easy to lead, but 

difficult to drive, easy to govern, but 
impossible to enslave” 

 
TTW lead students in a discussion of the 
different types of items that Anne studies 
while in the Annex. 

TSW:  
• Explain what the quotation means 

journaling for 5-10 minutes.  Then, 
share out loud or with a partner. 

• Keep an ongoing list of the items 
Anne studies while in the Annex and 
include the page numbers 

•  
HW: Rewrite making grammatical 
corrections 
 

Day 10 & 11 Mini lesson: Predicate nouns and 
adjectives 
Love—TTW write on the board, Who do 
you have a crush on or Have you ever 
had a crush on someone?” 10-15 minutes 
TTW begin class discussion of Anne’s 
experience with love in the Annex. 
TTW ask a series of questions about 
Anne and Peter.   
TTW have student pretend to BE A SPY 
to record evidenced that Peter and Anne 
have feelings for one another 
 

TSW write a love letter to someone they 
have or had a crush on. 
Re- read page 131 a passage and ask,  
“How Anne could still experience the feelings 

of a crush in the midst of one of the most 
difficult times of her young life?” 

 
Search the diary for other times when Anne 
discusses her feelings about Peter and record 
them on the BE A SPY textual evidence 
page. 
Read more entries 
HW:  Predicate Nouns and Predicate 
Adjectives 
 

Day 12 & 13 Mini Lesson on Characterization—
round, flat, dynamic, static characters 
Character Trait Review 
 
Coping in the Annex---TTW ask students 
to find an example in their books that 
explain an aspect of the “daily grind” 
that the Franks and VanDaans 
experience in the Annex.  
 
TTW ask students:  
“How do the daily routines of life help the 

families cope with living under such 
duress?” 

 
TTW record responses on the board 

TSW identify the cast of character from 
Anne’s diary as which type 
Class Assignment on Character Trait 
Review.  TSW be given a trait and next to it 
give an example of when that character 
exhibited that trait  
 
TSW record from the novel a moment in 
which the people are engaged in the “daily 
grind” of living in the Annex.  Then, draw 
their account of the Annex and include the 
people engaged in the daily acts of living.  
 
TSW share their passages out loud 
TSW pair and share their conclusions to the 
question 
TTW choose the one reason they feel most 
strongly and find three pieces of evidence 
from the text to support their findings 
Continue reading entries 
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HW:  Character Analysis on Character in 
the Diary 
 

Day 14 &15 Anne’s Duality---TTW write the 
following question on the board:   
When will my reflection show whom I am 

inside? 
TTW tell a personal anecdote of a time 
when she felt misunderstood by her 
parents and ask the students to do the 
same. 
Display the quotation page 256: 

“Little bundle of contradictions.  That’s 
how I ended my last letter and that’s how I 

am going to begin this one.” 
 

Complete Comprehension Questions 
Close read of pages 265-267 
TSW: 

• Create a letter to Pim or to Mother 
in their own words, but from Anne’s 
point of view, explaining how Anne 
feels in that specific passage. 

• Read Diary 
•  

HW:  Conflict—identify internal and 
external conflicts in the story 

Day 16 & 17 Fear—TTW display on Smart board 
Norman Rockwell’s Freedom From Fear 
Poster for students to see as I read aloud 
the poem “Fear” 
 
Questions to pose:   
While Anne did not mention it much, do 

you think she felt an intense of fear? 
What were the small ways Anne records 

her fear and the fear of other in the 
Annex? 

 
Text analysis -Review Theme 

TSW: 
• Think about the image of the poster 

and the poem then draw a poster 
with a symbol of security and safety 
with a slogan that might convince 
people that fighting for the right to 
feel safe and secure is a worthwhile 
cause. 

• Write a poem from Anne’s point of 
view about how it would feel in one 
of the situations discussed. 

• Read Diary 
• Come up with possible themes for 

the book and use evidence from the 
book to support their analysis. 

 
Day 18 & 19 The Final Days---TTW begin class by 

reading pages 275-283 out loud 
TTW reiterate Anne’s dream to go on 
living even after her death. 
TTW re-read the entry from April 4, 
1944.  
 

How has the role of Anne’s diary 
broadened still further? 

TSW: 
• Discuss Anne’s fate and the fate of 

her family. 
• Write a letter to Anne telling her of 

the ways in which she lived. 
• Finish reading the diary 
• Write a paragraph and answer 

short answer questions 
•  

HW:  Literary Element—Plot, Exposition, 
Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, 
Resolution 
 

Day 20 & 21 Begin watching the film documentary 
Anne Frank Remembered or the Movie 

TSW: 
• Complete a book review 
• Watch Movie 
• Complete a Movie Review 

 
HW:  Compare book and movie and think of 
questions representing multiple levels about 
the book or movie to present to classmates. 
 

Day 22 Differentiation—TTW give students TSW practice answering comprehension 
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selected questions to answer based on 
Costa’s level of questions  
 

questions from easy-medium-challenging 
levels to help them think critically. 

Day 23  Read “Walls: Resisting the Third Reich-
One Woman’s Story” 

Compare story to Anne Frank’s Diary  
T-chart with evidence 
Draft introduction 
 

Day 24 & 25 Read “Holy Innocents O The Night of the 
Weeping Children” & excerpts from “The 
Boy Who Dared” by Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti 
 

Read Poem and look for similarities in Anne 
Frank’s Book  
T-chart with evidence 

Day 25 Introduce rubric and essay 
Look at thesis statements and take a 
position 
Model introduction 
 

First Draft 
Writing introductions-hooks and attention 
grabbers/major point to support thesis 

Day 26 Transitions to connect ideas developing 
arguments 

Body Paragraphs / look at transitions to connect 
ideas 
 

Day 27 Conclusion Paragraph TSW write a conclusion paragraph to close 
their paper  
 

Day 28 Peer Editing and Revisions Peer Editing and Revision—TSW switch 
papers and mark and discuss errors made in 
their writing 
 

Day 29 Teacher /Students Conferences Teacher/Students Conferences—Students voice 
their challenges, successes of their papers  
 

Day 30 Rewrite/Type/Share Share Essays 
 

Day 31 Administer Final Test Take final test 
	  


